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1 December 2020 
Leadership Update 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
We hope you and your families are well? 
 
As we explained in previous letters, the Priestley Academy Trust has been supporting Woodfield from 
March 2020 with Mathew Atkinson as Acting Executive Head teacher and Jo Marwood as Acting Head 
of School. These arrangements were due to finish at the end of December. 
 
As Woodfield has been judged as requiring Special Measures by Ofsted, the school has been subject 
to an Academy Order. The Department for Education are still deciding who the Academy sponsor will 
be for Woodfield. Until this decision is finalised firm leadership arrangements cannot be put in place. 
Over the last few months significant progress has been made by the staff in many areas, for example: 
improvements to the curriculum, behaviour, attendance and provision for pupils with SEND. These 
improvements have been noted by both Ofsted and the Local Authority on their visits. In order to 
provide continuity and stability for Woodfield, so that these improvements continue, Priestley 
Academy Trust have agreed to continue to support the school next term. 
 
Therefore Mr. Atkinson and Miss Marwood will continue in their current roles until Easter 2021. We 
appreciate there is uncertainty around the school however we believe this will ensure continuity for 
the school in the short term. As soon as we have any further details on the Department for 
Educations plans regarding long term leadership we will write to Parents. 
 
As Governors we would like to express our deep thanks to Priestley Academy Trust, Mr Atkinson and 
Miss Marwood for their commitment and dedication to our school. Their hard work has been 
instrumental in bringing about the many improvements that were needed for our children. We are 
grateful that they have agreed to continue next term in order to provide stability for our children, 
staff and families. 
 
Thank you for your continued support 
 
 Kind regards 
 
B Tayan     P Haslam 
Co-Chair of Governors   Co-Chair of Governors 
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