
14.02.20 - Our target attendance is 97% - Remember, absence in term time affects your child’s 

learning and personal and social development! 

Robins: 96.71%    Swallows: 92.87%     Jays: 91.84% Curlews: 94.31%  Whole school: 93.80% 

#NEWS@WOODFIELD 

. 

A note from the Head! 
May I first of all say how lovely it has been to join the Wood-

field Community this half term. Since arriving after Christmas I 

have thoroughly enjoyed getting to know the children, par-

ents and staff at the school, and have been made to feel very 

welcome indeed – thank you all for that.  

It was also lovely to meet many of you at the parent forum 

last week, and I hope to see many of you again for the next 

forum after half term (date to be arranged). 

I’m excited to share with you a number of important and ex-

citing updates on the next pages of the newsletter as we look 

to drive standards in the quality of education we provide for 

your children here at Woodfield. 

We will be sending out half-termly newsletters to keep you 

updated on key issues and hopefully many more of our ex-

citing plans. We are also constantly tweaking and improving 

the school website, so please do watch out for new infor-

mation on there. 

We hope you have a fabulous half term break and we look 

forward to seeing all our little superstars for more exciting 

learning on February 24th! 

Thank you for your support. 

Jonny Davies (Interim Headteacher) and the Woodfield Team 

#woodfield #wherelearninghappens #inspiring 

Robins with Mrs Simmons—Through our umbrella theme of 
‘Toys’, we tested different vehicles to compare which travelled 
the furthest and fastest.  We looked at the tracks they made in 
paint and made our own vehicles in the modelling area. We 
became interested in moving toys, read the book ‘Ten Little 
Robots’ and made our own 2D shape robots. We celebrated 
Chinese New Year, making lanterns and cards and constructing 
rafts outside to help the animals cross the river. We talked 
about favourite toys and learned to tell the story ‘Dogger’ by 
Shirley Hughes, with actions. We painted our teddies by mixing 
paint to create brown and added different materials and tex-
tures to our pictures. We enjoyed lots of sensory play outside, 
when we read The Bear Hunt by Michael Rosen. We compared 
our own heights to a large ‘Goldilocks’ and measured who was 
taller or shorter. We did lots of comparing and measuring, to 
make our own real porridge and in the mud kitchen! We read a 
story called Biscuit Bear, so we designed our own bear biscuits 
and wrote lists of the ingredients we would need to make 
them.  We really enjoyed our visit to The Mercer Gallery, ex-
ploring toys from a very long time ago. We talked about the 
things that made them the same and the things that were 
different about them. We all liked the metal toy fire engine, 
pulled by horses, with a ringing bell. Such a lot of exciting learn-
ing! 

Dates for the diary 

Fri 14 Feb—end of half term 

Mon 24 Feb—school re-opens 

Tues 25 Feb—Bags2School pick up 

Tues 25 Feb—Pancake Day! 

Wed 26 Feb—Mixed Football Yr1/2 

Thur 5 Mar—World Book Day! 

Thur/Fri 26/27 Mar—Bikeability—Yr6  

Fri 3 April—end of term 

Swallows with Mrs Adamson and Mrs Howlett—This half term Swallows have been on a variety of adventures as part of our “I 

Will Show You The World” topic. In English we let our imaginations take us away as we thought of the exciting places we could 

venture to on “The Magic Bed”. We have also been fact detectives, studying the different parts of the UK as part of our Geog-

raphy and English lessons. We are going to finish this off by writing a non-chronological report all about the interesting things 

we have learned. In Maths we have had a heavy focus on place value and addition and are becoming so confident! As well as 

learning about position, direction and movement and fractions. In Science we have been investigating materials and their uses. 

We have enjoyed observing and classifying these this half term and can’t wait to carry out some experiments when we return. 

In DT we have started to build our mechanical vehicles this week and can’t wait to show you what we have created. Mrs Ad-

amson and Mrs Howlett have been really proud of us and all of our hard work this half term. 



Curlews with Mr Boyle 

In Curlews class this half term our topic has been the Ancient 

Egyptians. We have learnt about the location of Egypt and talked 

about which continent it is in and why being near the equator 

effects the weather and climate of the country. We also learnt 

about the River Nile and why it was and still is an important re-

source for Egyptian people. The art work we completed was also 

linked to the Ancient Egyptians as we created an Egyptian tablet 

using clay. In English we have been reading Clockwork by Philip 

Pullman and learning how to write a diary entry from a charac-

ter’s point of view. We will continue with this text next half term 

and learn how to write a ghost story. In maths we have been 

learning about decimal numbers up to 3 places and how their 

relationship with fractions. In science Curlews have been learning 

about the properties of materials and how to separate certain 

materials. Next half term the topic in Curlews is Brazil and we will 

be learning about the Amazon Rainforest and how to create a 

water-colour landscape painting inspired by the Amazon Rainfor-

est. There will be a trip to the Mercer Gallery where we will learn 

how to use water-colour paints.  

Jays with Mr Freeman 

In English, the children spent time developing their under-
standing of sentence structure. This involved experimenting 
with sentence openers (fronted adverbials) and how sen-
tences can be extended (use of conjunctions). These skills 
have been applied in various short descriptive pieces of 
writing and some fabulous non-chronological reports. 
In Science, the children have investigated how sound is 
made. They have made simple telephone systems and pan-
pipes to see how sound waves can be made and travel.  
The children have been very active in PE lessons. They have 
worked hard to improve their fitness through a range of 
circuit training activities. They have also played small sided 
invasion ball games. There has been fantastic team spirit 
and encouragement evident in PE lessons.  
Well done to all of Jay Class for their hard work this half 
term. 

Behaviour 
In order to best support our children to become kind and re-

spectful citizens, and also to develop positive behaviours and 

attitudes towards learning, we have introduced a new behaviour 

strategy across school. We hope the children are enjoying this 

system, finding it fair and rewarding, and that the slightly new 

look Celebration Assembly on a Friday is working well. Thank you 

if you’ve been able to attend one so far (3pm every Friday, all 

welcome). For more information, please visit the school website 

and go to ‘Information’, ‘School Policies’ and select the Behaviour 

Policy.  

Tapestry 
We are pleased to say that we have introduced Tapestry in 

Robins Class. Tapestry is an easy-to-use and secure online 

learning journal, helping staff and families to celebrate their 

children’s learning and development. Tapestry builds a very 

special record of a child’s experience, development and 

learning journey through the Early Years. We hope that 

Nursery and Reception parents are already signed up to this 

and enjoying the benefits of it. If it is well received, we 

could look to introduce a similar piece of technology across 

the rest of school so that parents are always involved and 

informed about what their child is up to in class on a daily 

Fencing 
As you are probably aware, we arranged for 150 metres of tem-

porary fencing to be erected around the playground. We are in 

the process of securing quotes to have new perimeter fencing 

put up around the entire site. I’ll keep you informed when I know 

more about timescales.  



Curriculum 
We’re on a mission to make the Woodfield Curriculum even 

more exciting and engaging for your children. We’re pleased to 

share with you a Curriculum Overview and Topic Webs for this 

year and next half term respectively so that you can see all of 

the exciting learning we have ahead, and the children can start 

to look forward to what’s happening in their class! Part of the 

Topic Web is a ‘stunning start’ and ‘fabulous finish’ to a topic – 

to give greater engagement and purpose to learning. For more 

information on this, please see our school website and go to 

‘Curriculum’ and ‘The Woodfield Curriculum’. 

We have also introduced ‘ReflectED’ in school – a weekly les-

son that teachers children key learning strategies, helping 

them develop resilience, grit and determination in life and in 

learning. We feel that encouraging them to develop a growth 

mindset and a positive attitude towards learning is a wonder-

ful thing for us to teach them alongside and as part of their 

curriculum subjects. For more information on this, please see 

our school website and go to ‘Curriculum’ and ‘Metacognition’.  

Technology 
We are delighted to inform you that we have ordered brand 

new interactive boards for all of the classrooms and the hall. 

These boards have significantly improved technical capabilities 

and will improve the quality of all visual and auditory elements 

within lessons. The teachers cannot wait to use them! 

Reading 
As always, it is our mission to develop in our children a love of 

reading. Extensive research tells us that the vocabulary our 

children develop through their time at primary school, 

through fantastic talking opportunities, but most importantly 

from reading, directly impacts on their academic futures and 

life chances. We are so pleased with our new, whole-school 

reading scheme. We hope the children are loving their new 

books; if you can support by reading often with them at home, 

sharing regular wonderful and special reading experiences 

with your child, then this is going to help them tremendously! 

P@WS Corner 
Pop-up shops coming soon—keep a look out for when on the 
notice board. 

We have registered with the School Lottery. We receive 40p 
for each ticket sold with prizes going directly to the winners. 
Go to www.yourschoollottery.co.uk and search for Woodfield 
Community Primary School.  

There is a Facebook group for parents and carers of children at 
Woodfield where you can find information and reminders and 
ask general questions. is the link https://www.facebook.com/
groups/304973643773747/ 

Foodbank 
At Woodfield Community Primary School we are linking with 
the Harrogate District Foodbank based at Mowbray Church. 
From Monday 9th March, school will be collecting donations of 
food/items to donate to the foodbank until the morning of 
Monday 16th March whereby they will be collected. Please 
bring your donated items to the main reception area where 
they will be stored until that date. Items that are currently 
needed are washing powder/liquid, shaving foam, toothpaste, 
long life fruit juice, deodorants and dried potatoes (Smash). 
There has already been a lot of pasta, beans and chocolate 
donated from Christmas. 
Any donations are hugely appreciated and we really welcome 
your support with this. School are also now in the position to 
issue food vouchers for the foodbank should you find yourself 
in a position to need a food parcel. 
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