
 

  Reading Rationale 

  

 

Intent  

Our reading curriculum is ambitious and accessible for all pupils. 

 Pupils will become fluent, independent readers, who read to gain knowledge and for pleasure. 

 Pupils will enjoy and learn from a varied reading diet or fiction and non-fiction books. 

 Pupils’ learning is planned sequentially to ensure that prior phonics/ reading skills knowledge is built upon and 

revisited to aid the transfer of knowledge to long term memory.  

 Pupils will have access to a broad range of literature that will help to build on their knowledge and make links 

between subjects across the curriculum. 

Implementation 

 Daily phonics lessons, following the Letters and Sounds order of teaching phonemes, for pupils until they are 

secure in Phase 6. 

 Each lesson follows the format Revisit, Teach, Practise and Apply stages and includes opportunities for all four 

strands of interdependent language; speaking, listening, reading and writing. 

 Pupils’ reading books will match the phonics phase and set being taught in phonics lessons. 

 Beyond Phase 6, reading books will match the pupil’s reading and comprehension ability. 

 Working walls to support phonic knowledge and reading skills.  

 Vipers probes used to develop reading skills in UKS1 and KS2 

 Early readers and bottom 20% of readers daily 1:1 reading with an adult. 

 Every class have a daily story/novel time where the teacher reads a book which is of interest to them. 

 Teacher’s pick books to support pupils to gain subject knowledge for all areas of the curriculum. 

 Teacher’s ensure that books, from the book spine, are read to promote and understanding and that develop 

knowledge following our school RESPECT values.  

 Reading for pleasure is promoted via library visits, reading time in classes, guest speakers and authors. 

Each Phonic phase will aim to teach the common grapheme-phoneme correspondence and the tricky words for that 

phase. Each phase will build on knowledge and skills from previous phases.  

Knowledge Points: 

 See attached Phonic Phase order of teaching document. 

Year 1 

 apply phonic knowledge and skills as the route to decode words 

 respond speedily with the correct sound to graphemes (letters or groups of letters) for all 40+ phonemes, 
including, where applicable, alternative sounds for graphemes 

 read accurately by blending sounds in unfamiliar words containing GPCs that have been taught 

 read common exception words, noting unusual correspondences between spelling and sound and where these 
occur in the word 

 read words containing taught GPCs and –s, –es, –ing, –ed, –er and –est endings 

 read other words of more than one syllable that contain taught GPCs 

 read words with contractions [for example, I’m, I’ll, we’ll], and understand that the apostrophe represents the 
omitted letter(s) 

 read books aloud, accurately, that are consistent with their developing phonic knowledge and that do not require 
them to use other strategies to work out words 

 reread these books to build up their fluency and confidence in word reading 



 
 

Year 2 

 continue to apply phonic knowledge and skills as the route to decode words until automatic decoding has 
become embedded and reading is fluent 

 read accurately by blending the sounds in words that contain the graphemes taught so far, especially recognising 
alternative sounds for graphemes 

 read accurately words of two or more syllables that contain the same graphemes as above 

 read words containing common suffixes 

 read further common exception words, noting unusual correspondences between spelling and sound and where 
these occur in the word 

 read most words quickly and accurately, without overt sounding and blending, when they have been frequently 
encountered 

 read aloud books closely matched to their improving phonic knowledge, sounding out unfamiliar words 
accurately, automatically and without undue hesitation 

 reread these books to build up their fluency and confidence in word reading 

 

Year 3 & 4 

 apply their growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes (etymology and morphology) as listed in, both 
to read aloud and to understand the meaning of new words they meet 

 read further exception words, noting the unusual correspondences between spelling and sound, and where these 
occur in the word 

 

Year 5 & 6 

 apply their growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes (morphology and etymology), both to read 
aloud and to understand the meaning of new words that they meet 

 
 
Plus the National Curriculum Reading Comprehension objectives. 
 

Assessment: 

 Pupil’s reading and writing phonics knowledge is assessed and recorded each half term. 
 Teachers assess pupils reading and comprehension skills during 1:1 reading and record success’ and next steps 

in their reading record books. 
 TAs use appropriate book band question and assessment sheets during 1:1 reading. 

 Reading skills are tracked and recorded each half term. 

 Pupil’s reading fluency is tracked throughout the year. 

 

  


