
 

Reading Comprehension Progression 2020-21 

Understanding the Text 
Year 1 Year 2  Year 3  Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Read and correct miscues. 

Read for meaning, checking 
that the text makes sense 
and correcting inaccurate 

reading. 

Identify the main idea of a 
text. 

 

Identify and summarise 
main ideas. 

Make comparisons between 
books. 

Identify and discuss the 
conventions of different text 

types. 

Check that the text makes 
sense to them as they read. 

Discuss the sequence of 
events in books and how 
they are related to each 

other. 

Explain the meaning of 
words in context. 

Understand the themes in 
books. 

Ask questions to improve 

Identifying and discussing 
themes and conventions in 
and across a wide range of 

writing 

Identify and discuss themes 
in a range of writing and 

across longer texts. 

Talk about the title and the 
events. 

Use prior knowledge, 
context and vocabulary 
explored to understand 

texts. 

Ask questions to improve 
understanding of a text 

understanding of a text. 
Ask questions to improve 

understanding. 
Ask questions to extend 

understanding. 

Understand and talk about 
the main characteristics of 

key stories. 

Answer and ask appropriate 
questions about texts. 

 
Make connections between 
other similar texts and own 

experiences 

Summarise the main ideas 
drawn from a text. 

Summarise the main ideas 
drawn from more than one 
paragraph, identifying key 

details that support the 
main ideas. 

Use context and vocabulary 
provided to understand 

texts. 
   

Make connections between 
other similar texts, prior 

knowledge and experience. 
 

Make connections between 
other similar texts, prior 

knowledge and experience 
and explain the links. 

Explain what they 
understand about a text. 

   
Present a summary of a 

text. 
Explain the main purpose of 

a text and summarise it. 

Link what they read, or hear 
read, to their own 

experiences and prior 
knowledge. 

   
Distinguish between 

statements of fact and 
opinion. 

Identify and explain the 
effect of the context on a 

text. For example, historical, 
geographical. 

    

Identify the effect of the 
context on a text. For 

example, historical or other 
cultures. 

 

 



 
Retrieval  

Year 1 Year 2  Year 3  Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Answer a question about 
what has just happened in a 

story. 

independently read and 
answer simple questions 

about what they have just 
read. 

Learn the skill of ‘skim and 
scan’ to retrieve details. 

Confidently skim and scan 
texts to record details, 

Use evidence from across 
larger sections of text 

Confidently skim and scan, 
and also use the skill of 

reading before and after to 
retrieve information. 

Recognise characters, 
events, titles and 

information. 
 

Begin to use quotations 
from the text. 

Using relevant quotes to 
support their answers to 

questions. 

Retrieve, record and present 
information from non-

fiction texts. 

They use evidence from 
across whole chapters or 

texts 

Recognise differences 
between fiction and non-

fiction texts. 
 

Retrieve and record 
information from a fiction 

text. 

Retrieve and record 
information from a fiction or 

non-fiction text. 

Ask my own questions and 
follow a line of enquiry. 

Ask my own questions and 
follow a line of enquiry. 

Retrieve information by 
finding a few key words. 

 
Retrieve information from a 

non-fiction text 
 

Collate information 
retrieved. 

Record, collate and organise 
information or evidence 

appropriately. 

 

Inference  
Year 1 Year 2  Year 3  Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Begin to draw inferences 
from the text and/or the 

illustrations. 

Draw simple inferences 
from illustrations and text 

on the basis of what is being 
said and done. 

Draw inferences such as 
inferring characters' 

feelings, thoughts and 
motives from their actions. 

Infer meanings and begin to 
justify them with evidence 

from the text. 

Draw inferences such as 
inferring characters' 

feelings, thoughts and 
motives from their actions. 

Draw inferences e.g. 
inferring characters' 

feelings/thoughts/motives 
from their actions and 
develop explanations. 

    
Justify inferences with 

evidence from the text. 
 

 

Predicting  
Year 1 Year 2  Year 3  Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Make predictions based on 
the events in the text. 

Make predictions on the 
basis of what has been read 

so far. 

Predict what might happen 
from details stated. 

Predict what might happen 
from details stated and 

deductions. 
 

Make predictions from 
details stated and implied 

information. 
 

Predict what might happen 
from details stated/implied 

across a text. 
 

 



 
Text Structure 

Year 1 Year 2  Year 3  Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

 
Be aware that non-fiction 

books are structured in 
different ways. 

Begin to understand that 
narrative books are 

structured in different ways. 
For example, quest stories 
and stories with dilemmas. 

Know that non-fiction books 
are structured in different 

ways for different purposes 
and be able to use them 

effectively. 

Read books that are 
structured in different ways. 

Read books that are 
structured in different ways. 

  

Know that non-fiction books 
are structured in different 
ways and be able to use 

them effectively. 

Understand and explain that 
narrative books are 

structured in different ways. 
For example, historical 

stories and fantasy stories. 

  

  

Identify how structure, and 
presentation contribute to 

the meaning of texts. 
Know some of the literary 
conventions in text types 

covered. 

Identify some text type 
organisational features. For 

example, narrative, 
explanation, persuasion. 

  

  
Know some of the literary 
conventions in text types 

covered. 
   

 

Authorial Intent 
Year 1 Year 2  Year 3  Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

  

Discuss and record words 
and phrases that writers use 
to engage and impact on the 

reader. 

Discuss and record words 
and phrases that writers use 
to engage and impact on the 

reader.   

Identify and comment on 
writer’s use of language for 

effect. For example, 
precisely chosen adjectives, 
similes and personification. 

Identify and comment on 
writer’s choice of language. 

   

Identify how writer has used 
precise word choices for 
effect to impact on the 

reader. 
 
 

Identify grammatical 
features used by writer – 

rhetorical questions, varied 
sentence lengths, varied 
sentence starters, empty 
words – to impact on the 

reader. 

Identify and explain how 
writers use grammatical 

features for effect e.g. use 
of short sentences to build 

tension. 



 

    
Present author’s viewpoint 

of a text. 

Show awareness of the 
writers’ craft by 

commenting on use of 
language, grammatical 
features and structure. 

     
Present and explain the 

author’s viewpoint in a text. 

 

 

 

 

Evaluating 
Year 1 Year 2  Year 3  Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Say what they like or dislike 
about a text. 

Talk about favourite words 
and phrases. 

Express a personal point of 
view about a text. 

Express a personal point of 
view about a text. 

Express a personal point of 
view about a text, giving 

reasons. 

Express own point of view, 
giving reasons linked to 

evidence from texts. 

Talk about their responses 
in a group. 

Talk about and give an 
opinion to a range of texts. 

Explain ideas and opinions, 
giving reasons. 

Explain ideas and opinions, 
giving reasons. 

Listen to and build on 
others’ ideas and opinions 

about a text. 

Listen to and build on 
others’ ideas and opinions 

about a text, including 
offering counter arguments 

 
Talk about their responses 

in a group. 
 

Listen to and build on 
other’s ideas about a text. 

Compare different versions 
of texts. 

Compare versions of texts 
and explain the differences 

and similarities. 

 

Vocabulary/Language 
Year 1 Year 2  Year 3  Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Discuss word meanings, 
linking new meanings to 

those already known. 

Discuss and clarifying the 
meanings of words; link new 

meanings to known 
vocabulary  

Use dictionaries to check 
the meaning of unfamiliar 

words 

Use dictionaries to check 
the meaning of unfamiliar 

words. 

Use strategies to explore 
the meaning of words in 

contexts including idiomatic 
and figurative language. 

Use strategies to explore 
the meaning of unfamiliar 

words, figurative and 
idiomatic language in 

context. 

Use vocabulary given by the 
teacher. 

Discuss their favourite 
words and phrases 

Begin to recognise some 
different forms of poetry. 

Recognise some different 
forms of poetry. 

Identify how language, 
structure and presentation 

Identify and explain how 
language, structure and 



 
contribute to the meaning 

of a text. 
presentation contribute to 

the meaning of a text. 

  
Identify how language 

choices help build meaning 
Explain the meaning of 

words in context. 
  

 

 


