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Spelling Progression 2021-22 

 

Know how to spell:  
 

Year 1 Year 2  Year 3  Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
Words containing each of the 40+ 
phonemes already taught 
 

Segment spoken words into 
phonemes and record these as 
graphemes.  
 

Words with additional prefixes and 
suffixes and understand how to add 
them to root words. For example – 
form nouns using super, anti, auto.  
 

Words with additional prefixes and 
suffixes and understand how to add 
them to root words. For example – 
ation, ous, ion, ian.  
 

Form verbs with prefixes. For 
example, dis, de, mis, over and re.  
 
 

Convert verbs into nouns by adding 
suffixes. For example, tion, ure. 
 
 
 

Common exception words 
 

Spell many words correctly using 
segmenting. 
. 

Recognise and spell additional 
homophones. For example – he’ll, 
heel, heal. 
 

Recognise and spell additional 
homophones. For example – accept 
and except, whose and who’s.  
 

Convert nouns or adjectives into 
verbs by adding a suffix. For 
example, ate, ise, ify. 
 

Distinguish between homophones 
and other words which are often 
confused. 
 

The days of the week  
 

Learn additional alternative ways of 
spelling phonemes. 
 

Use the first two letters of a word 
to check its spelling in a dictionary. 
 

Use the first three letters of a word 
to check its spelling in a dictionary. 
 

Understand the general rules for 
adding prefixes and suffixes above. 
 

Spell words from Year 6 word list. 
 

Name the letters of the alphabet 
Use letter names to show 
alternative spellings of the same 
phoneme  
 

Learn some words with different 
alternative spellings, including a 
few common homophones. 
 

Word families based on common 
words. For example – solve, 
solution, solver.  
 

Spell words from Year 4 word list. 
 

Spell some words with ‘silent’ 
letters, e.g. knight, psalm, solemn.  
Distinguish between  

Use dictionaries to check the 
spelling and meaning of words 
 

Write from memory simple 
sentences dictated by the teacher 
that include words taught so far 
 

Common exception words. 
 

Spell words from Year 3 word list. 
 

Write from memory simple 
sentences dictated by the teacher 
that include words taught so far 

homophones and other words 
which are often confused. 
 

Use the first three or four letters of 
a word to check spelling, meaning 
or both of these in a dictionary 
 

 Words with contracted forms. 
 

Write from memory simple 
sentences dictated by the teacher 
that include words and punctuation 
taught so far. 
 

 Spell words from Year 5 word list. 
.  
 

Use a thesaurus.  
 

 Recognise homophones and near-
homophones. 
 

  Use dictionaries to check the 
spelling and meaning of words. 
 

Write from memory simple 
sentences dictated by the teacher 
that include words and punctuation 
taught so far. 
 

 Write from memory simple 
sentences dictated by the teacher 
that include words taught so far 

  Use the first three or four letters of 
a word to check spelling, meaning 
or both of these in a dictionary. 
 

 

    Use a thesaurus  

    Write from memory simple 
sentences dictated by the teacher 
that include words taught so far 
 

 

 

 



Add prefixes and suffixes 
 

Year 1 Year 2  Year 3  Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
Use the spelling rule for adding 
s or es for plural 
 

Spell longer words using 
suffixes such as ment, ness, ful, 
less, ly. 
 

    

Use the prefix un 
 

     

Use the spelling rule for adding 
s or es for verbs in 3rd person 
singular 
 

     

Add ing, ed, er, est where no 
change is needed to the root 
words  
 

     

Identify known phonemes in 
unfamiliar words. 
 

     

Use syllables to divide words. 
 

     

Use knowledge of alternative 
phonemes to narrow down 
possibilities for accurate 
spelling.  
 

     

 

Spelling Rules and Strategies  
 

Year 1 Year 2  Year 3  Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
 Identify known phonemes in 

unfamiliar words. 
 

Identify the root in longer 
words. 
 

Identify the root in longer 
words. 
 

  

 Use syllables to divide words. 
 
 

Use syllables to divide words. 
 

Use syllables to divide words. 
 

  

 Use knowledge of alternative 
phonemes to narrow down 
possibilities for accurate 
spelling.  
 

Make analogies from a word 
already known to apply to an 
unfamiliar word.  
 

Make analogies from a word 
already known to apply to an 
unfamiliar word.  
 

  

 


